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TO address the assembly which now surrounds 
me for the first time, upon objects so im- 
portant as those for which it is convened, and 
which press with not a greater weight of respon- 
sibility on the members of this assembly than upon 
him by whom they are addressed, must be, at all 
seasons, a matter of serious and awful consider- 
ation. But, at the present, when the Established 
Clergy of this Land are beset with difficulties and 
perils of more than common magnitude; when, 
not only the interests of our order, but those of 
religion itself are endangered; when, from the 
abounding of iniquity, the love of many has waxed 
cold ; when more than usual hostility prevails 
against our Zion ; and even our very good is too 
^ten evil spoken of; — it is impossible to enter 
upon the reflections, which belong to the nature 
and occasion of our meeting, without feelings of 
anxious and piainful solicitude. 
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When, again, it is pressed upon our recollec- 
tion, that, by the very event, by which (under the 
Providential arrangement) I have been, through 
His Majesty's good pleasure, placed in this sta- 
tion, the Church of Ireland has been deprived 
of one of its noblest and firmest supports ; that 
the Prelate, who, by the various high qualities 
which he possessed, was pre-eminently fitted to 
defend the Church, over which he had so long 
presided with disinterested rectitude and Chris- 
tian truth, has been withdrawn at the moment 
when that Church most needed such a defender, 
— I cannot but feel an increased inquietude, from 
the very occasion, which has empowered me to 
address the Clergy of this united Diocese upon 
this day. 

And when, in addition to these considerations, 
I reflect, that the Body of Clergy here assembled, 
are a Body, the most influential of any that can 
now l>e assembled w ithin the limits of this island ; 
that, from the commanding eminence which they 
occupy, and the conspicuous station which they 
Ail, their conduct and their example must be at- 
tended with, consequences to the community and 
to religion the most momentous ; I must be but 
little affected indeed, by a concern for the spi- 
ritual welfare of our people, were I not deeply 
fioKcitous for the success of my present exhoU" 
aticp, in stinring up and invigorating, both in your 
breasts and my own, the sense of Christian dul^ 
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the saving spirit of Christian benevolence j thp 
sense of Christian duty, in wha^t relates to our 
own conduct ; the spirit of Christian benevdence, 
in what relates to the salvation of others. 

On these subjects, many among you, my Rc- 
veriend Brethren, must often have seriously and 
deeply pondered, as became the solenm obliga- 
tions which they had undertaken. To stich, I 
•can only serve as a remembrancer of what they 
.already know. (And who, among us, does not 
require to be reminded of his duties ?) To 
those, who have either not fully acquainted 
themselves with the awful nature of the charge 
which has been committed to them, or who have 
.been heedless or lukewarm In its execution, I 
must assume a different character; I must 
sound in their ears the duties, which they have 
disregarded ; I must warn them, diat, if they 
persevere in such neglect, the day will come, 
when they will be called upon to render the 
tremendous account of an unfaithful steward- 
ship. 

For, what is the description, which our Ordi- 
nation service presents, of the character, duties, 
and obH^tions,, of those, itbo aire admitted to 
the Christian ministry in our Chtardb P Ate 
they not there expressly represented, as' the 
" Messengers, Watclunen, and Stewards of the 
Lord ;'V who afe ** to teach, afcid to premonish, 
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to feed and to provide for the Lord's family?*' 
Are they not warned to keep in constant "re- 
membrance, how great a treasure is committed, 
to their charge ;" no less than " the sheep of 
Christ which he bought with his death, and for 
whom he shed his blood : and that " the Church 
and congregation, whom they must serve, is his 
spouse and his body :" and that, " if it shall hap- 
pen the same Church or any member thereof, to 
take any hurt or hindrance by reason of their 
negligence," they should think with dread upon 
" the greatness of the fault, and the horrible 
punishment that will ensue :" that they should, 
therefore, considering with themselves the " end 
of their ministry towards the children of God, 
towards the spouse and body of Christ," bewarej, 
" that they never cease their labour, their care and 
diligence, until they have done all that lieth in 
them, according to their bounden duty, to bring 
all such as are or shall be committed to their 
charge, into that agreement in the faith and 
knowledge of God, and to that ripeness and 
perfectness of age in Christ, that there be no 
place left among them, either for error in religion, 
or for viciousness in life ? " 

Well then, indeed, may they be solemnly called 
on (as they are immediately after) to " see, 
with what great . care and study they ought to 
apply themselves; as well that they may shew 
themselves dutiful and thankful to the Lord, 
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^ho faath placed them in so high a dignity ; as 
slso to be careful, that they neither themselves 
offend, nor be occasion that others offend:" and 
that, for this purpose, they should, as much as in 
them lies, " forsake and set aside all worldly cares 
and studies," and endeavour " by God*s grace to 
give themselves wholly to the office, whereunto it 
hath pleased God to call them, so as, to the ut- 
most of their power, to apply themselves wholly 
to this one thing, and draw all their cares and 
studies this way ; and that they will continually 
pray to God the Father, by the mediation of our 
only Saviour Jesus Christ, for the heavenly as- 
sistance of the Holy Ghost, that, by dafly read- 
ing and weighing of the Scriptures, they may 
wax riper and stronger in their ministry; and 
that they may so endeavour themselves from time 
to time, to sanctify the lives of them and theirs, 
and to fashion them after the rule and doc- 
trine of Christ, that they may be wholesome and 
godly examples and patterns for the people to 
follow." 

Is it not, then, demanded of them, in the most 
solemn manner, to bind themselves to all these 
things ; declaring, as in the more immediate pre- 
sence of God, and at his holy altar, that they 
believe themselves to be " truly called to the 
order and ministry of their priesthood, according 
to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the or- 
der of the Church established in this reahn ;" — 

B 
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that " out of the Holy Scriptures they will care- 
fully instruct the people committed to their 
charge ;" — that they " will give their faithful di- 
ligence always to minister the doctrine, and sa- 
craments, and the discipline of Christ, as the 
Lord hath commanded, and as this ChUrch and 
Realm, according to the commandments of God 
hath received the same;"— that they will be 
" ready, with all faithful diligence, to banish and 
drive away all erroneous and strange doctrines 
contrary to God's word, and to use to the utmost 
of thfeir power both public and private exhorta- 
tions, as well to the sick as to the whole within 
their respective cures ;" — that they will be " dili- 
gent in prayers, and in reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and in such studies as help to the knowledge 
of the same, laying aside the study of the world 
and the flesh;" — that they will be " diligent also 
to frame and fashion themselves and their families 
according to the doctrine of Christ, and to make 
both themselves and them (as much as in them 
lieth) wholesome examples and patterns to the 
flock of Christ ;" — that they will " maintain and 
set forward (to the utmost of their power) quiet- 
ness, peace, and love, among all Christian peo- 
ple, and especially, among them that are or shall 
he committed to their charge ;" and finally, that 
they " will reverently obey their Ordinary, and 
other chief Ministers, unto whom is committed 
the charge and government over them, following 
with a ^ad mind atid will their .£od^y admoni- 
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tions, and submitting themselves to their godly 
judgments?" 

Here, my Reverend Brethren, are the awful 
duties, tvhich we have taken upon us to dis- 
charge. Here are the promises, by which we 
have bound ourselves to our great Master. Here 
is the standard, by which we are to be tried, by 
ourselves, by the world, and above all, by our 
Eternal Judge. Happy, indeed, would it be for 
us, and for those committed to our care, could we 
bear to be measured by this standard. And yet, 
if not, what must be the consequence, both to our- 
selves, and to those who are entrusted to us : — ^if 
we do not at least endeavour, through the divine 
grace, to approach towards the fulfilment of this 
our bounden duty ! 

It will, surely, be admitted by all, that the 
person, who has engaged himself by such solemi^ 
obligations, should have something to distinguish 
him, in his life and conversation, from those, whp 
live after the ordinary habits and manners of the 
world. And yet, is this always found to be the 
case in fact ? Let us ask ourselves honestly the 
question, are there not some among us, wl^p 
present no such distinctive appearanpes? Are 
there not some, who manifest no anxiety for the 
salvation of those who are committed to their 
spiritual charge ? Some, who seem to view the 
Church, merely as the means of livelihood ; who 

B 2 
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appear to consider the promises made by them at 
their Ordination, but as words of form; and- 
who, provided they discharge, with tolerable re- 
gularity, such external acts, as are indispensably 
required for the tenure of their office and its 
emoluments, afford but little reason to suppose, 
that they concern themselves about its weightier 
duties ; or rather, indeed, seem desirous to escape 
from every appearance of sanctity or piety, which 
might bear the stamp of their sacred profession, 
deeming it a higher honour to mix upon equal 
terms with the general mass of society, and to 
merge the Minister of the Gospel in the gentleman 
and the man of the world ? 

It were a lamentable thing, if such cases were 
numerous. I trust in God they are not. In the 
Diocese, from which I have been lately removed, 
they were rare indeed. My very recent introduc- 
tion into this Diocese does not enable me to pro- 
nounce with the like certainty upon it. But, from 
what I have seen, there seems reason to form the 
most favourable anticipations. Yet, it is to be 
feared, we have, all of us, too much cause to ap- 
prehend, that, even with our best exertions, we 
have fallen far short of the demands of duty ; and 
that, by a deficiency of zeal and devotedness in 
the one great cause, we and those who have gone 
before us in the ministry of the Established Church, 
have to answer for no small portion of that irre- 
Ifgion) which now too fatally prevails among our 



( 



A CHARGE. 13; 

people ; and which, whatever be our share in iUr 
production, repays it by the severe retaliation of 
obloquy and ill will, which it heaps unsparingly^ 
upon our Order. 

Perhaps, indeed, at no time within the memory 
of any now living, has the Established Clergy, 
as a Body, been less deserving of reproach than 
at the present: and certainly, the exertions of 
a considerable proportion of its members are 
deserving of the highest praise. And yet, at no 
time, it is to be feared, has an indifference to 
religion been more prevalent, or a disrespect to . 
its lawful and established ministry been more 
extended. 

That the decrease of religion should be ac- 
companied with the dislike of its Ministers, is 
the natural course of things. But there are 
causes, connected with the local circumstances of 
this country, which aggravate the evil. Political 
considerations, unfortunately, make it the interest 
of many, whose condition is influential, to court 
the favour of those who are hostile to the Esta- 
blished Church. And therefore, in their pro- 
perty, their character, and their teaching, the 
Clergy of the National Religion are resisted and 
oppressed. In their persons, it is deemed by 
many to be no violation of justice, to infringe or 
evade the laws, which are designed to protect the 
maintenance of all ; no violation of candour^ to 
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yieW a ready belief to the most injurious reports, 
on grounds of evidence, which would not be ad- 
mitted in the case of others. Exposed to assaults 
from various points, and in opposite directions^, 
they are accused frequently of faults, which are 
opposite and incompatible : their opinions being 
at the same time censured as being too strict and 
too relaxed ; whilst their practices are condemned 
by some, as being too much accommodated to the 
manners of the world, and by others, as assuming 
a character of particularity, which must diminish 
their usefulness as members of society. One 
plain fact, that proves the malevolence, with 
which our Order is too generally viewed, is this, 
that the faults of individuals of the Body arq 
almost always ascribed td the Body at large. 
The individual offence is charged as an universal 
stigma. Whereas, respect for the Order should 
rather soften down the offence of the individual, 
as the feelings of the child would cover the infir- 
mities of the parent : or, at most, the offence of 
the individual should be treated as the exception, 
and visited with the condemnation it deserve^ 
upon the offender alone. 

But, why do I dwell upon these things ? Not 
surely, for the purpose of encouraging an indiffer- 
ence to opinions, even thus unjustly formed, much 
less to rouse a spirit of hostility and opposition to 
those, who treat our Order with such undeserved 
reproach and injury. No, our business is not t9 
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render railing for raiting. My object is, oii the 
contrary, to excite to an increase of vigilance and 
energy in our calling ; and to impress the necessity 
of employing every means in our power, to miti- 
gate the malignity of our adversaries ; and, above 
all means, that of the faithful discharge of our 
duties, which, if it does not disarm our enemies of 
their virulence against us, will at least disarm it 
of its sting ; and, of all duties, more particularly 
that of kindness and good will, even to those, at 
whose hands we have experienced most un- 
Icindness. 

It must be manifest, thatt, in the observations 
hitherto made, I have not adverted to that de- 
wription of persons, (of whom we have unhappily 
tit present but too many,) whose avowed object is 
to overturn the Established Religion of the coun- 
try; and who, the better to effect their purpose, 
labour to enlist the rapacity of the unprincipled in 
their unholy warfare ; holding out the spoils of 
the Temple, as the reward of its subversion ; and 
representing its Ministers, at all times, in such 
odious colours, as may reconcile one class of the 
-community the more readily to their spoliation, 
and another even to their personal extinction : 
insomuch that, at this day, the National Clergy 
are ^placed in a state little short of direct perse- 
cution, though under the apparent protection of 
the Law. 
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Against such adversaries, our Order can derive 
no security from their virtues or their religion. 
These would only present greater impediments to 
the accomplishment of the purpose of pillage, and 
excite greater provocation. Against such agents, 
other safeguards are necessary ; the same which 
are required for the presei:vation of the State 
itself. Yet, even to these, although we can have 
no hope of subduing them by Christian forbear- 
ance and mildness, it is still the part of prudence, 
if not of duty, to employ them. Railing (it has 
been already observed) is not our province. That 
is a contest, in which we should be outdone. And 
in attempting it, we should only give fresh advan- 
tage to our enemies ; who, though devoid of the 
Christian spirit themselves, would not fail to turn 
the want of it in us, to the discredit of the religion 
which we profess. In all cases, passion and bit- 
terness are to be avoided ; and even, in our mo- 
ments of firmest resistance to the wrongs, which 
are heaped upon us, we should never forget, that 
in ours is involved a greater cause than our own ; 
and that there are no wounds, so deadly to the 
interests of religion, as those which are inflicted 
by the misconduct of its professors. 

Upon the whole our course is a plain one. 
Whatever be the obloquy, or the dangers, which 
we have to encounter, we have one single line to 
pursue. We have to preserve our allegiance to 



our Hisavenly Master. We have bound ourselves 
hy the most solemn vows to his service. We have 
bound ourselves to advance His Glory, and thq 
interests of His Kingdom amongst men, by al| 
the powers which we possess. And, we have, 
therefore, to pass onward, through good report and 
evil report^ fulfilling his holy will, and labouring 
in the true spirit of self-devotedness, by every 
means that can be employed, by instruction, by 
example, by the very expenditure of life itself, if 
necessary, to promote the cause of God, and th§ 
well being of our fellow men. 

Without such exertions, it is plain, that we 
neither can nor ought to stand. If the salt has 
hst its savour, it is good for nothing, but to be 
cast out, and to be trodden underfoot. Common 
exertions, it is manifest, will not now suffice. 
Irreligion, and false religion, abound. We have 
fallen on evil days, and evil tongues. And there 
is no slumbering on our post. We may rest 
assured, that if we join lukewarainess from within, 
to the unceasing hostility, which assails us froqfi 
without, and assails us in every form and de^ee 
from the false and hypocritical pretence of a <|esire 
for the improvement of our Order, to the open 
violence which avows the purpose of its extinc- 
tion, — the triumph of those, who la})Our for the 
do^vnfal of our Church, will soon be completed. 

It will jiot do, to hoast of our orthodoxy, ^n^ 

c 
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shew no fruit of right opinions in our practice ; to 
content ourselves with exclaiming against what iil 
called new lights without endeavouring to extend 
to our flocks the benefit of the old ; to be fearful 
of an excess of zeal, without any alarm as to the 
consequence of indifference; and to reserve for 
the appearance of sanctity and separation from the 
world amongst our brethren, the indignation and 
censure, which should be bestowed upon levity of 
demeanor and habitual carelessness about spiritual 
concerns. 

The time is come, when, if not from higher 
considerations, we must, from prudence at least, 
brings these tihings to an end. The time is cotne, 
when we must shew ourselves, in truth and in 
spirit, what we profess ourselves to be, the soldiers 
and servants of Christ ; when we must manifest 
in our lives, the superior excellence of that pure 
and reformed religion, which we have undertaken 
to teach. And, whilst we object to the inveterate 
and unscriptural corruptions of one form, and to 
the schismatical irregularities of others, we should 
prove ourselves to. be the genuine ministers of that 
APOSTOLICAL and catholic Church, which has 
descended to us freed from the abuses of anti- 
quated error ; and present ourselves to the world, 
as the worthy depositaries of the sacred trust 
committed to our keeping. For this, we must, 
one and all, devote ourselves to the work of our 
ministry^ Between the highest and the lowest 
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classes of our Order there should be but one 
object : and the only rivalry among us shouldl 
be, which should labour most in the duties of his 
calling. 

In this, my Reverend Brethren, I am well 
aware, to how strict a scrutiny I expose myself: 
for it is no slight work, to which they are sum- 
moned, who are appointed to the office of Chief 
Pastor in our church. It is indeed, a great error, 
to suppose, that their duties are light. It is not 
possible to conceive a more awful weight of re- 
sponsibility, resting on the conscience of a human 
being, than that which is imposed upon a Christian 
Bishop. So to govern in the Church of Christ, 
that " the ministry be not blamed." So to exer- 
cise superintendence, that, in the language of the 
solemn Office of Consecration, the authority con- 
ferred may be " used not to destruction, but to 
salvation; not to hurt, but to help;" and (to 
continue the language of the same Office) to be 
" so merciful, as not to be too remiss ; so to 
minister discipline, as not to forget mercy :" to be 
" earnest to reprove, beseech, and rebuke, with 
all patience and doctrine," being at the same time 
" to such as believe a wholesome example :" to 
be ^^ faithful in ordaining and laying hands upon 
others :" to labour *^ to banish all erroneous and 
strange doctrine contrary to God's word, and both 
privately and openly to call upoipi and encourage 

others to the same :" to 'v maintain and set for- 

. .. . - . • 
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ward (as much as possible) quietness, love and 
peace among all men ; and such as be unquiet, 
disobedient and criminous, to correct and punish 
according to such authority as is given by God^ 
and by the ordinances of the Realm:" — in 
d. Word, to act, in all respects, the part of a feith- 
ful governor and a kind father ; at the head of one 
great Christian family, the counsellor and friend 
6f all whose heart is in the spirit of their calling ; 
the firm and undaunted reprover of those, who 
shew themselves unworthy of the charge which 
they have undertaken. 

To do all this, likewise, in the midst of a wilful 
and perverse generation, in which the spirit of 
i'esistance is abroad, adds not a little to the diffi- 
culty of the task. There was a time, indeed, 
When religion was loved, and its ministers con- 
sequently respected. The government of the 
Church was then comparatively easy; and he, 
who was truly desirous honestly to discharge his 
duty, seldom failed to obtain, amongst higher 
rewards, the reward of a just approbation. Now 
the state of things is so fer altered, that the ge- 
neral search is, to discover where to blame : and 
the exercise, or the dereliction, of authority, is 
idike made the subject of condemnation. Should 
the authority, vested in the Heads of the Church, 
^t be exerted for the purpose of controul, the 
inisconduct of the Clergy is ascribed (and justly) 
\b their neglect. It is then carefully remembered, 



that the chief end for which Bishops are appointed; 
is to controttl and to correct. If, On the corittaltf^ 
that authority be exercised in the jutit discharge of 
their duty, then the tefracto^y offender becoloa^s 
flie object of generd sympathy ; he suflFers iiixdht 
the exercise of power ; all his allegations, however 
false and improbable^ obtsiin a ready belieif ; and 
the tyranny of a dominant priesthood forms the 
flie theme of the popular declaimer : and, yet 
more to inci*ease the evil, the falsehoods, which 
are sent abroad, must be left without public refu- 
tation, that a name and station, which should be 
respected, may not be dragged into familiar 
association with the scurrilities of a degenerate 
press. 

However, these are sitiall difficultii^, to hitti, 
who lias righdy l^arhed the nature of liiis office, 
and to whom the tauiitings atid 'revilinjgs of Virorth^ 
less men should be as nothing, but so far as they 
ttay, unha|)pily, imptess the ignoraht aiid unre- 
flectinfg with feeKhgs and itrohg * opitliotis, that 
may nnpede the usefulness of the Ministry, and 
through the character of its teachers, injure thfe 
interests of Religion. He mast still pttrsue hfe 
onward way, without disturbiaBce. Whilst hfe 
repels the frbWard, he ttiust cherish 'all Who atb 
wilHug to assist hito iii the glorious Work 6f brihg^ 
iiig so^ils to God. Andj ait-the's^me time- that te 
is Yeady to 'hail, as a friend and -a btother, *Vfety 
4eik>W ^bOUrer, eveh of the loWei^ ttrda? in thfe 
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Qhurch, who exercises his ministry in godly since^ 
rity and wholesome subordination, he should be 
fearless and immoveable, in executing the neces- 
sary discipline, against the highest of those under 
his jurisdiction, who are either remiss in the grea:t 
duties of their office, or offend against the esta- 
blished order of their station. 

In truth, the value of a sound discipline in the 
Church cannot be easily appreciated: and it 
deeply concerns all its members to assist in its 
support. If the several parts of the system be 
not kept in their due place and relative propor- 
tion, the whole must be dissolved. There is no 
longer harmony, and union, and brotherly co-ope- 
ration : but discord, dissension, and hostile re- 
pulsion must spring up in their steady and defeat 
the entire object, for which the admirable consti- 
tution of our Church was framed. 

Perhaps, when well considered, it is not possiUe 
to conceive a more perfect scheme, than that, 
under which we are enabled to exercise our Chris- 
tian ministry : the great outline of which has been 
traced for us by divine authority, and the parts 
filled up by the best adaptations of human wisdom, 
fitting it. to the condition, and applying ' it to the 
exigencies of human things; msomuch, that they, 
who, through an ambition of indepencence, or 
a fondness for their own opinions, have refiised 
•to submit themselves to the order of things which 
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it establishes, have been compelled to bear evi-* 
dence to its excellence, by adopting in most cases 
a similitude to this very system, which we derive 
from Apostolic authority, and adjust to the 
Apostolic standard, but which will not satisfy 
those, who love only what is new, or who are un- 
willing to conform to any rule, but what they have 
made for themselves. 

It has been the custom with such as are dis- 
posed to depreciate the character of the Esta- 
blished Church of these countries, to represent 
its government, and its hierarchy, as matters of 
mere human arrangement, and depending for their 
authority solely upon civil institution. Many, 
even of the members of our Church, are habi- 
tuated to view the system, as founded upon the 
State^ and as deriving from it its title to obedience. 
This is a gross mistake. Its adoptionhy the State 
does not affect its origin, or its title. These are 
of a nature higher, than any human constitution 
can reach. They are derived from that spiritual 
principle, which makes alliance itself a duty. 
And the rights of the Episcopacy and the Priest- 
hood, were they at this moment severed from the 
State, would not be less cogent over conscience, 
from. the divine authority which they possess, 
than when backed by the power, and enforced 1^ 
the penalties of law. The Romanist, therefore, 
oa die. one hand, and the . Independeat, on the 
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Other, alike mistake or misrepresent the character 
of our Church, when they would describis it as 
built on human authority, and not as standing 
en that great catholic foundation, on which it 
has been placed by our Lord and his Apostles. 

I am the more desirous to press this consi- 
deration upon the Members of the Church, that 
they may be led to feel, that, in offending against 
that sound discipline, which is necessary for its 
well being, they not merely violate the laws of 
man, but they infringe the ordinances of God; 
they not only incur the penalties of a temporal 
offence, but they expose themselves to the con- 
sequences of a spiritual transgression. 

Happily, the wisdom, by which the civil con- 
stitution of our Church was framed, has partaken 
so largely of that higher wisdom, by which its 
spiritual foundations were, established, that the 
leading regulations of its national conformation 
are directly calculated to secure the great points 
of Catholic discipline. So that, the most en- 
thusiastic admirers of the primitive parity of the 
government of the Church, will have little to 
desire in abiding by the principles of that Eccle- 
siastici^ polity, by which the frame of our 
National Church has been adjusted. And, what- 
ever deficiancy may be found in that respect, is 
move to be asctibed to the i^orance, or the oM- 



takeii liberality, of tho^ who do not act up f6 
the principles of that polity, than to any imper-» 
faction in that polity itself. ? 

There are but too many, who profess to be 
zealous members of our National Church, and 
yet are altogether ignorant of the authority on 
which that Church is founded. And, again; 
there are too many, possessing greater know- 
ledge upon this subject, but who are at the same 
time fearful of incurring the charge of bigotry, 
by contending for the apostolical o?igin and 
succession of the Christian ministry ; the only 
ground, on which the just rights of the ChurcU 
can be maintained, and on which the duty ot 
Strict communion with it can be legitimately 
enforced. 

We, my Reverend Brethren, are placed in 
a station, in which we are hemmed in by two^ 
opposite descriptions of professing Christians : 
the one, possessing a Church, without what we 
can properly call a Religion; and the other, p6s** 
sessing a Religion, without what lue can properly 
csdl a Church : the one so blindly enslaved to 
a supposed infallible Eccl^iastical authority, afi^' 
no* to seek in the Word of God a reason for the> 
faith they profess ; the other, so confident in thei 
infallibility of their individual judgment as toi 
the reasons of their faith, that they deem it their > 
duty to resist all authority in matte^9 of religion. 

p 
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We, my Brethren, are to keep clear of both ex- 
tremes ; and holding the Scriptures as our great 
Charter, whilst we maintain the liberty, with 
which Christ had made us free, we are to submit 
ourselves to the authority, to which he has made 
us subject. 

; From this spirit of tempered freedom, and 
qualified submission, sprung the glorious work 
of the Reformation, by which the Church of 
these countries, having thrown off the trammels 
of a slavish superstition, burst forth in the puri- 
fied form of Christian renovation : and, having 
flung aside the novelties of human invention, 
presented to the world the fair picture of the truCy 
and genuinej and ancient Catholic Church, 
retaining all that authority, and entitled to all 
that reverence, which belonged to the early 
Church, of which it is the disencumbered and 
legitimate continuation. 

Now, by the same spirit, by which our Church 
was thus restored, can it only be preserved : and 
from the decay of that spirit it is, that schism 
and confusion have arisen to disturb its tran- 
quillity and impair its benefits. Not only have 
disputes and divisions, to the great triumph of 
infidelity and irreligion, broken off from us and 
multiplied various sects, which profess, that for 
conscience sake they reject our errors, as we did 
those of the Church of Rome ; but also, amongst 
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ourselves/ and within our own pale, a sectarian 
spirit has been engendered in the indulgence of 
an unqualified exercise of individual judgment; 
which, from want of due knowledge and a full 
comprehension of the relations and consequences 
of things, is sure to issue, either in an unautho- 
rized assumption of rights, to which there is no 
just title, or in an inconsiderate abandonment of 
duties, to which a more enlightened conscience 
must feel itself bound to submit. 

There is one important respect, in which these 
evil consequences are so glaring at the present 
day, that I must beg to direct your attention to 
them, in that reference, at somewhat greater 
length. And I must notice them in a twofold 
view, both as they concern the Laity, and as they 
concern the Clergy. 

The former, exercising their right of private 
judgment, too generally imagine, that they are 
at perfect liberty to frequent what place of wor-j 
ship they choose, and to attend whatever mi- 
nister they like. And, the latter, exercising the; 
same right, too frequently hold themselves free 
to officiate where they please ; satisfying them- 
selves, that if the clerical duty be discharged, it 
matters not, whether it be discharged by the re- 
gularly appointed minister or not. Hence, as 
the Layman wanders from church to church, so- 
do the Clergy indulge a like rambling and. 

I) 2 



vagrant disposition : both forgetting, that there 
is a pastoral relation, that binds the Clergyman 
to his flock, and the flock to their Clergyman. 
And, indeed, it is not to be wondered, that if the 
Qergyman loses sight of this relation, the Lay-* 
ienan should become insensible to it likewise. 

Churchmen are not perhaps aware, that, in 
deserting their parish church, to seek out some 
minister agreeable to their taste, or even one 
from whom they imagine they receive most edi- 
fication, they are departing from the true spirit 
of the Church, and adopting the principle of the 
Dissenter, who contends for Ibe sovereign ^xerdse 
of his will in the election of his minister. Tlie 
same feelings also, which lead the individual from 
church to church) will naturally lead him from 
the Church to the Conventicle. The young per- 
sons of his family, likewise, are trained up in the 
same course. Thinking meanly of their parish 
minister, and exercising a premature judgment 
upon the merits of didS^rent teach^^, they are 
taught to bring with them to their place of wori^ip 
the feelings of a critic, not the docility of a ieatner : 
they are to judge their minister by their own 
doctrines and opinions, not to recdrve instmction 
ftom his lips. And thus, the members of our 
Chureh, instead of looking to their ^pairish mi- 
nister as their pastor and guide, instead of yielding 
to him the reverence that is due to his office, and 
affording to him by their regular attendance on his 
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mmistrations the fair encouragement and lret^ardt)f 
his exertion^, humbly hoping 6n their patft^ to n^-^ 
ceive a blessing through his labours,— openly mark 
him out to others as insufiicient to their instruc-* 
tion, discountenance the duty of attending the 
parish church, and recommend by their exum^e 
the spirit of wandering, and the love of novelty ; 
feelings, which are in direct opposifion to the 
steady sobriety of true religion ; whifch excite the 
desire of what is new and striking, rather than^ of 
what is just and useful; begetting «l prmciple 
of partizanship ; leading to a dissatisfaction with 
^ings as they are ; and which, amounting in feet 
to a spirit <^f secessioin^ seWom fail to end in i^ec* 
tarian separation, if not in the individual thetii-^ 
selves, at least in their families, who have beWi 
trained up from iihildhood under such powerful 
influences of alienatkm. 

But, it is most carefuUy to be considered by 
tfee parochial Clergy, how far their practices may 
contribute to generate isuch a spirit : how far their 
negligence, or frequent absence from their appfo- 
]^riate station, or their substitittion of others for 
the discharge of duties property ttieir own, may 
have produced this evil, by undermining the respect 
and interest, with wfeich the parfeh mhister should 
always be viewed ; by rendering it in some degree 
necessary to seek instruction and edificatioh from 
others; and by familiarising tlredr hearers to that 
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variety, which, whilst it distracts, is at the same 
time in its own nature too apt to present injurious 
attractions. Nay, it is well worth the consideration 
of the pious and well disposed parish minister, 
whether he also does not afford encouragement to 
this spirit, if he wanders from the post allotted 
to him, even for the purpose of conferring a tem- 
porary benefit in another place by his exertions. 
To such men, I know I shall be intelligible, when 
I recommend it to them to consider well the 
danger of preferring imaginary to known duties. 

Such is the beauty and excellence of the system 
of our Church, and such the perfection of order 
which it enjoins, that within it each minister has 
his own proper station assigned to him by the due 
authority ; from which station he is not at liberty 
to depart, nor to it has he any power to depute. 
Every Clergyman may rest assured, that he is 
contributing most to the advancement of Chris- 
tianity, when he confines his exertions to his own 
allotted sphere of action: the Curate to his Curacy; 
the Rector to his Parish ; and the Bishop to his 
Diocese. Thus is formed one great chain, which 
binds all to their duties. 

The true relation of the Clergy to the people 
(it cannot be too often repeated) is a pastoral 
rdation. It is not by the parish minister's securing 
the ostensible discharge of the Sunday's duty. 
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that he properly exercises his functions ; nor even 
by his providing for a punctual attention to those 
occasional duties which he is invited to discharge. 
No : the Clergyman should be the true parish 
priest y in continual contact with his flock ; one, 
whose voice they know ; not only in constatit 
residence amongst them, but in continual inter- 
course with them; their adviser; their friend; 
the moderator of their disputes ; the composer 
of their differences ; the careful instructor of 
their children ; not content merdy to afford spi- 
ritual aid where it may be demanded, but vigilant 
to discover where it may be applied, and prompt 
to bestow it where it will be received : stimulating 
all, and particularly the young, to come to that 
fountain of living waters, which it is his office 
to dispense ; and proving to his people by every 
possible exertion, that the first object he has at 
heart is their everlasting welfare. 

All this, it is manifest, he can effect, only by 
living continually amongst his flock, and by the 
continued personal discharge of the several offices 
of the priesthood. And this, indeed, is his 
bounden duty. The parish minister has no right 
to depute another to the charge assigned to him, 
but under the special authority, by which that 
charge had been conveyed. There is no pcwnt on 
which the laws of the Church are more peremp'** 
tory and more unqualified, than on this, that no 
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person shall exercise the functions of a preacher 
or parish mmister, without the express pernxission 
of the Bishop, within whose Diocese he wishes to 
officiate. Essentially connected with this, is the 
injunction of the Law, which demands, that no. 
person be admitted into holy orders, without a 
true and real nomination to some Cure, in which 
be is to serve. An exception indeed is made with 
respect to certain GoHegiate bodies, in which, it 
is presumed, the Members will have a proper and. 
prescribed sphere for clerical occupation. But 
careful provision is made, that there shall be no; 
idle Clergyman; none without some church or 
fixed station, to which he shall be appointed.. 
And, agreeably to this, the course of duty is plainly 
marked out, and the range of it precisely limited, 
for each individual minister, by the very terms 
of his admission to Orders, as well as by those of 
his subsequent appointments in the Church. At 
his ordination, his Commission is conveyed, and 
r«^Btricted, by these wcwds, addressed to him by 
the Bishop : ^^ Take thou authority to preach the 
Word of God, and to administer the Holy Sacra- 
ments,, in the congregation . where thou shait be 
Umfulbf appointed thereto'' By the rules of our 
Chwrch, then, it is manifest, that the authority of 
the Minister to preach, and exercise the Clerical « 
fanctionfii, is, under the very condition of his 
Ordination, strictly confined to the congregation, 
to which be shall be la>vfully appointed : and this 
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tfiippointment is afterwards exactly defined by the 
Institution, or the License, which places him at 
his proper post. 

' Thiis^ it appears, that the Commission, which 
is given, is not a vague one, allowing the Clergy- 
tnem to rove at pleasure, and exercise his Minis*^ 
terial Office, wherever, and however, he may 
think fit. This is the system, (if such it may be 
called) to prevent which, the Laws of our Church 
are specially enacted. This is the very spirit of 
Sectarianism, the total destruction of order, and 

the direct subversion of the Church of England. 

•  . . ^  , 

Te individual must be lawfully appointed t6 
his particular post. He must be appointed to it, 
by the only lawful authority, which the Church 
Admits, the authority of the Bishop; . in whom 
is vested the weighty responsibility of assigning to 
each his place, and, as far as in . him lies and as 
his powers extend, allotting to the individual mi* 
Qister, the station to which he is most adapted. 

The better to effect this, the Bishop is required 
by the Laws of the Church, to examine minutely 
into tke sefveral qualifications of the Clergyman, 
to whose hands he is about td entrust the parochial 
charge. Not only is the production of his Letters 
of Orders indispensably pecessary, but testimo- 
nials also from Clergymen of credit both as to 
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his life and dectrine must be demanded. And, if 
he has previously officiated in any other Diocese, 
testimonials must be adduced from that Diocese, 
(rf the manner in which he has exercised his mi- 
nistry there ; and these testimonials, not only 
certified by grave and respectable ministers who 
vouch their actual knowledge on this head, but 
also countersigned by the Diocesan, testifying at 
least to the credibility of those whose signatures 
are annexed. Nor is this all. The Bishop is 
yet, in addition, to examine the individual him- 
self, so as to receive the fullest satisfaction as to 
Iiis worthiness, in all respects, to be admitted 
to the weighty charge, which is to be confided 
to him. 

I will not detain you with reciting the Canons, 
which require all these precautions. Vou will 
find them precisely and rigorously enjoined in 
the 30th, 31st, 32d, 33d, 38th, and 39th Canons 
of our Church : beside that they have been the 
uniformly acknowledged usage of the Church, 
from the Reformation to the present day. 

Nor can all this be deemed too much, «hen it is 
considered, that such are the only means, whereby 
the purity of the Church can be preserved against 
the irruption of unlearned, immoral, or erroneous 
teachers. For this purpose the gates of the 
Citadel must be well guarded. And the Bishops 
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must net as faithful 'sentii^els. Yet what witi 
all this care avail, if the very persons/ who 
throu^ ' this trying scrutiny are admitted to iheitr 
respective stations in the Church, will, wi^oirt 
Ae knowledge of the/Bidiop, assume the l^Wty 
to put bfliers in their pjace? and, whilst they 
either absent themselves/from their post, or wish to 
indulge their ease, transfer the flocks, which were 
specially intrusted to themy to the guidance of 
others, who have received no authority to act, of 
whom ho trial has been had as to their sufficiehcv, 
no testimony afforded as to their morals and cbo 
trines ; who are under no obligation of Canonical 
obedience ; ' and who, for aught that may be con- 
cluded from the irregular and clandestine mode of 
their appointment, may not even have been ad- 
mitted to Holy Orders ; of which "extreme case 
some instances are actually on record? 

But even granting, that the Clergyman, who 
appoints the substitute, may (as he conceives) 
have had sufficient proof of quaKfication, yet is 
he assuming a right, which does not: belong to 
him ; he is placing himself in the station' of his 
:BidiQp ; he is violating the Laws and Canons of 
the Church, to which he has promised to sufaonit 
himself ;: he is introducing confusion and misrule; 
andrmajced himself answerable, both to the 
Church, and to the public, for whatever ill coftr 
fiequenees may; arise from his irregularity. In 
a word, in every case, in which a Clergynian, en- 
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trusted by his Bishop with a particular station, 
lets in another to discharge its duties, without 
having received the due and only lawful permis- 
sion, the one party stands in the light of an 
usurper, and the other in that of an intrader. 
And, if such conduct be persevered in, it becomes 
imperative upon those, by whom the laws of the 
Church are to be administered, to proceed with 
llie due animadversion against both. 

* I have dwelt at greater length upon this parti- 
cular point, not only because there is no irregu- 
larity more pregnant with evil to the Church, 
than that of the clandestine admission of unli- 
censed persons to the discharge of clerical duties ; 
but also, because, from the relaxed state of 
Church discipline in this country, it ia an irregu- 
larity, which is but too prevalent amongst our 
Clergy ; and give me leave to add, that, perhaps, 
there is no Diocese, in which it is more prevalent, 
than in that which I now address. For this there 
are many reasons ; but the principal reason seems 
to be, that for a considerable series of years, it had 
been the ill fortune of this Diocese, from peculiar 
circumstances, to be deprived of the advantage 
of effective Episcopal controul : so that, with the 
exception of the administration of my Predecessor, 
by whose prudent and 6rm attention to the regu- 
lation of the Diocese, as much has been eflected, 
as could have been hoped for, within the space, in 
which he presided over it ; with this exception, I 
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repeat, the discipline of this Diocese may be said 
to have been totally neglected ; whilst, in trutb, 
in this Diocese peculiarly, the discipline of the 
Church requires to be most jstricUy enforced; 
aiMl more especially, the point of discipline to 
which I have adverted, from the coUuvial nature 
of the Metropolis, which naturally collects adven*- 
turers of all professions, and in which a number 
of perftons, who are no credit to their profession, 
are at all times likely to abound. 

If, therefore, that rule, which the Laws of the 
Church strictly prescribe, and which my pred^ 
cessor wisely enforced, should be attended to by 
me with minuteness, I trust, my Reverend Bre** 
thren, you will not consider me as doii^ more 
^thon what I conceive to be my bounden duty. 
And that you will, on your part, when you have 
well considered the propriety of the rule, as well 
fis its strict legality, cheerfully co-operate with me 
in carrying it into complete execution, I can 
have no doubt; not only because it is binding 
4ipon every regularly appointed Clergyman, by 
liis oath of Canonical obedience to his Bishop, 
to obey willingly all his lawful orders; but also 
because I have experienced, since I came amongst 
you, the kindest and promptest desire, on all oc- 
;easions, to comply with whatever I have proposed 
.for the better regulation of our Ecclesiastical 
coiKems. 
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I have every confidence, my Reverend Bre- 
Xhren, that you will not consider my enforcement 
■of this rule, as springing from any wish to exer- 
cise authority. This is not an exercise of autho- 
rity : the whole is a mere discharge of duty : — the 
duty incumbent on you by the Canons and Laws 
of the Church, and by the engagements by which 
jou have bound yourselves, not being more obli- 
gatory than the duty incumbent on me, to see that 
this your duty be faithfully discharged : a duty 
indeed, on both sides, so great, so important, and 
influential, that if it be not discharged, all the 
other rules and regulations of the Church become 
of little value. If there be no choice or selection 
of the Ministers, who are to preach, and instruct, 
and administer the ordinances ; if every ignorant 
and conceited person, who pronounces himself 
qualified to undertake the parochial ministry, may 
usurp the pulpit and the altar, it seems a matter 
of little consequence, whether the place of worship 
be the Church or the Conventicle ; whether the 
self-appointed teacher, who breaks down and 
tramples upon the fences which circumscribe his 
.Order, has derived his qualiBcation for such ex- 
ercise of his functions, from the College or the 
iCounter. 

But, my Reverend Brethren, whilst, for these 
Te&sons, I must (as I have said) enforce the rule, 
■allow me at the same time to add, that there is no 




A CHARGE. 39 

by which 1 can prevent it from jiressing 
inconveniently upon the parish minister (whose 
duties, if he discharges thena properly, are suffi- 
ciently laborious,) that I will not on every occa- 
sion, be happy to adopt. It shall be my first 
business, as I feel it to be my bounden duty, to be 
at all times open to communicate with the Clergy 
of the Diocese. As I have urged it upon you, 
my Brethren, to live continually among your re- 
spective flocks, so shall I deem it one of ray first 
duties to live continually amongst you. On all 
occasions, it shall be my greatest pleasure to 
consult wjiM you, and /or you, in every difficulty; 
and as far as you will permit me, to act as your 
friend and adviser, whenever I can be of use. My 
chief desire will be, to be in contact and inter- 
course with you all. And as my only object in 
enforcing the rule to which I have particularly 
alluded, is to prevent improper and unqualified 
persons from occupying the stations which have 
been allotted to you, I shall be most anxious to 
assist you, by every means in my power, to pro- 
vide proper substitutes, and even to provide them 
for you myself, when either your fair convenience, 
or health, or any other just cause may require it 
I only expect of you, to deal openly, frankly, and 
honestly, with me ; and it will be the dearest grar' 
tification of my heart, to deal kindly and affection*) 
ately by you. 

Thpre are other heads, on which I could wish 
te address you. But, I have gone to so great 
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a length, on points, which I deemed the most 
important at this time, that it will be necessary to 
reserve them for a future opportunity. The 
heads, to which I refer, concern the nature and 
laws of Residence ; the condition and number of 
Parish Churches; the qualifications and duties 
of Churchwardens ; the advantage resulting to 
the Clergy from an acquaintance with the lead- 
ing principles of Ecclesiastical law; the great 
value of a perfect Uniformity; the present state 
of parochial Education, and the means of its im- 
provement. On these various heads, many sug- 
gestions present themselves, hut they must be 
postponed. 

I shall only say at the present, that if a strict 
Residence, coupled with a close spiritual superin- 
tendence, be not maintained by our Clergy; if 
the Churches be not kept in due repair, and new 
Churches and Chapels added when they may; if, 
•for this purpose, the duties of Churchwardens 
"be not carefully enforced, and a reasonable at- 
tention to the Laws of the Church observed by 
the Clergy ; if the performance of the Clerical 
duties be not conducted in strict accordance with 
the established rules ; and, in addition to all, if 
the Education of the young be not assiduously 
•promoted, an education not of compromise or 
neutrality (which in truth is no education) but an 
education, religious and spiritual, and awakening ; 
— the cause of the Established Church, and with 
it the cause of Christianity, will, in the natural 
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course of things be lost in this country ; and no- 
thing but the renovation of a Providential inter- 
ference can possibly restore it. 

• There is one subject more, on which (although 
•I am unwilling to offer any thing from this place^ 
that may seem to relate to the mere property of 
the Clergy) it is requisite that I should bestow 
a few words. The wisdom of the Legislature has 
devised a plan, whereby, without disturbing the 
great principle of the system of the Clergy's main- 
tenance in this country, advantages are offered, 
which may render the operation of that system 
inore convenient and satisfactory. A paternal 
government has devised this scheme, with a view 
to the joint accommodation of the Clergy and the 
Laity. And, although those, who wish to subvert 
the Property of the Church, are willing to per- 
suade the public, that no good can arise from the 
application of the law which has been passed 
upon this subject, yet it is manifest, that to the 
two great objections, which have been raised by 
interested persons against the peculiar nature of 
the property of the Church, (namely, the uncer- 
tainty of the tenure, and the inconvenience of 
coUection,— difficulties, which, after the acquies- 
cence of centuries, this sharp sighted age has 
discovered to inhere in the system) a direct and 
special remedy has been provided. That the 
Clergy, then, will leave to those, whose desire to 
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invade their property makes it their interest to 
condemn every measure devised for its preserva- 
tion, the task of opposing this Law ; and that 
they will both shew a rational regard for their 
own interests, and a grateful sense of the care 
bestowed upon those interests by the Government, 
in forwarding, as far as in their power, the opera- 
tion of the Law, I do most confident hope. 

In having thus adverted to the Property of the 
Clergy, I feel it right to add, that I have not 
introduced a topic, altogether unsuited to this 
place. Because, with the independency conferred 
by the secure and deep rooted tenure of their 
property, which the Clergy of these lands enjoy, 
and which I trust they will never voluntarily 
relinquish, is essentially connected the independent 
discharge of their duty ; which enables them to 
proceed without fear either of the great or of the 
many, in the onward course of their high calling ; 
and which, next to the true Christian spirit that 
lifts above all, gives to them that tone and eleva- 
tion, which raises them, if they be but faitliful to 
themselves and to their great vocation, above every 
other body and description of Clergy upon the 
face of the earth. 
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The foregoing Charge has been printed, as it 
was originally drawn up, with the exception of the 
variance of one word, in page 26 ; in which page 
the word " trammels'^ is introduced, in place of 
a term, which, when not understood in a figurative 
sense, in which it was intended, wears an offen'- 
sive aspect. 
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NOTES. 



P. 25, line 20. THE ONE, POSSESSING A CHURCH, 

&C. 

Protestants, whose first principle it is, to hold 
the free use of Scripture to be essential to true 
religion, can never admit that to be true religion, 
which forbids the free use of Scripture : nor can 
they who build the entire profession of the 
Christian faith upon the word of God, concede 
the attribute of Christianity, in its vital character 
and in its proper sense, to a form of belief, which 
subjects the Word of God to the authority of 
man. The sentence in the Charge, which is re- 
ferred to in this note, has given offence. But as 
it only speaks the language of the Reformation, 
and merely gives in few words that which every 
sincere Protestant must maintain, it can offend 
only so far as Protestantism is itself an offence. 
It is painful to hurt the feelings of individuals. 
But it is impossible to compromise vital princi- 
ples. And, that would be a severe state of things 
indeed, in which a Protestant Bishop should not 
dare to utter a Protestant sentiment. 



r 
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p. 36, line 15. Catholic Church. 

The Members of tlie Romish Communion deny 
to Protestants any participation in the Catho- 
lic Church. They exclude them altogether 
from its pale ; and describe them formally as 
Heretics. NTor is it only in set theological ex- 
positions of doctrine, that they express this 
demarcation ; but in the daily use of the term 
Catholics, as applied exclusively to themselves. 
This use of the term, from which oftence might 
justly be taken, if the avowal of theological dog- 
mas were to be made matter of oft'ence, it would 
be not necessary to remark upon, were it not 
that Protestants have permitted themselves too 
frequently to adopt it. They, of course, cannot 
be supposed to apply the term in the sense in 
which it insults ; but the best that can be said of 
5uch abuse of the term by thevi, is, that it flows 
from ignorance, and the slightest censure that 
can be passed upon it, is, that it is a vulgarism. 
It should, however, be carefully remembered, that 
this use of the term by Protestants seems to imply 
afi acquiescence in the unjustifiable assumption 
of the Church of Rome ; and is, in truth, era- 
ployed as an argument in its support (and not 
qn ineffective one) with the lower and more un- 
informed classes of that communion. It is there- 
fore forced upon the Protestant Clergy, as far as 
in their power, to disabuse the public 00 this 
head: more especially as parliamentary language, 



^hich from the influence of the daiFy press is sure 
to become the language of the multitude, has of 
iftte years familiarised the public ear to this in<i 
jiirious misapplication of the term : politidans, as 
iuch, too generally concerning themselves bvt 
little with the true distinctions of things, especially 
in mattet^ of religion ; and being for the most 
part satisfied, if they can enlist the public fed- 
ing in support of their favourite schemes of 
policy, ^r by any tone of temporary conciliation 
secure endreased pq)ularity to the party they 
cspousa 

4 

- • . .. '.• , . ,  i 

If it be said, that the appropriation of the term 
here objected to is to be excused on the ground 
of civiliti/f inasmuch as the denomination by 
%rhieh the members of the Churcih of Rome were 
{(Mrmerly described, as in reference to the Head 
ef Ihat Church, is now become offensive to that 
Body, it is to be answered, first, that no civility 
cim justify a falsehood, and that too upon a vital 
pdnt : of religion ; and, in the next place, thai 
tfa^rei^a designation, which is not of an offensive 
dban^ter, and which is reconcileable with truth ; 
th^ term Roman Catholic, which implies a mem- 
baroJ:th^ Roman branch of the Cathoiic Church. 
This presents a just view of the case, inasmuch' 
as xmz Church, notwithstanding the corruptions 
of : the Church of Rome, does not deny to its 
members, that participation in the Catholic pale. 
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which they refuse to us. The peculiar tenets of 
that Church indeed we must reject, as not Ca- 
tholic; not having been universally received in 
the first ages of Christianity ; but still there are. 
preserved in it, though mixed with rubbish and 
much tarnished, some of the sterling treasures of 
the Church. Deeply is it to be lamented, that 
the members of that Communion cling so to the 
dross with which these are encrusted, that they 
not only put it out of our power to embrace them 
as brethren of one common faith, but have the 
strange folly deliberately to deny our connexion 
with the Catholic Church of Christ ; and the 
hardihood (almost ludicrous) to deny the lawful 
Orders of our Clergy, 

^ 

fiishop Burnet, in speaking of the words of 
Cromwell, '' I die in the Catholic Faith," ob- 
serves, " that the term Catholic was then uised 
in England in its true sense^ in opposition to the 
novelties of the See of Rome.'' And Archbishop* 
Cranmer uses these memorable words, " I agree, 
that that doctrine is Catholic^ which was taught 
fifteen hundred years ago." 

'• 4 - 

I recommend to the Clergy a Sermon of the. 
Rev. Vaughan Thomas, published in 1816, on the 
impropriety of conceding the name of Catholic 
to the Church of Rome, and its Members, as a title 
of distinction. 
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P. 34, line 19. Enjoined in the 30TH, 31 st, 
32D, 33D, 38TH, AND 39TH Canons. 

Canon XXX. 

Titles of such as are to be made Ministers. 

No person shall be admitted into sacred orders, 
except he shall at that time exhibit to the Bishop, 
of whom he desireth imposition of hands, 
a presentation of himself to some Ecclesiastical 
preferment then void in that Diocess ; or shall 
bring to the said Bishop a true and undoubted Cer- 
tifkatey that either he is provided of some Church 
within the said Diocess where he may attend the 
Cure of Souls, or of some Minister's place vacant, 
dther in the Cathedral Church of that Diocess, or 
in some other Collegiate Church therein also si- 
tuate, where he may execute his Ministry ; or that 
he is a Senior Fellow of some College in the Uni- 
versity ; or except he be a Master of Arts of five 
years standing, that liveth of his own charge m 
the University ; or except by the Bishop, himself 
that doth ordain him minister, he be shortly after 
to be admitted either to some Benefice or Curate- 
ship then void, not to be removed until he be 
otherwise provided for, except by his notable evil 
carriage he deserve the contraiy. 

Canom XXXI 
The Quality of such as are to be made Ministers. 

No Bishop shall hereafter admit any person 
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into sacred orders, which is not of his own Diocess; 
except he be a Graduate of some University 
within the King's Dominions ; or except he shall 
bring .Letters Dimissory (so termed) from the 
Bishop of whose Diocess he is ; and desiring to 
be a Deacon, is three-and-twenty years old, and 
to be a Presbyter four-and-twenty years complete ; 
and hath taken some Degree of School in some 
of the Universities ; or at the least except he be 
able to yield an account of his Faith in Latin 
(according to the Articles of Reli^on generally 
received in the Church of England and Ireland,) 
and to confirm the same by sufficient testimonies 
out of the Holy Scriptures. And except more- 
over he shall then exhibit Letters Testimonial, or 
authentical Certificate of his good Life and Con- 
versation, under the Seal of some College, where 
before he remained, or of three or four grave 
Ministers, together with the subscription and tes- 
timony of other credible persons, who have known 
his life and behaviour, by the space of three years 
next before* 

Canon XXXIL 

The Examination of stick as are to be made 

Ministers, 

The Bishop, before he admits any person to 
Holy Orders, shall diligently examine him in the 
presence of those Ministers that shall assist him 
at the Imposition of Hands : and if* the said 
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Bishop have any lawful impediment, he shall cause 
the said Ministers carefully to examine every per- 
son so to be ordered. Provided that they who. 
shall assist the Bishop in examining and laying 
on of hands,, shall be of his Cathedral Church, if 
they may conveniently be had, or other sufficient 
Preachers of the same Diocess, to the number of 
three at the least. — Neither shall any^person be. 
received in the Ministry, nor admitted to any 
Ecclesiastical Living, nor permitted to preach, 
read, lecture, catechise, or minister the Sacra-, 
ments ; except he shall first by Subscription, de- 
clare his consent to the first four Canons of this 
present Synod, and every thing contained therein. 

Canon XXXIII. 

Caution for Institution of Ministers into Benefices^ 

No Bishop shall institute any into a benefice, 
who hath been ordained by any other Bishop, ex- 
cept he first shew unto him his Letters of Orders, 
and bring him a sufficient testimony of his former 
good life and behaviour, if the Bishop shall re- 
quire it ; and lastly, shall appear upon the due 
examination to be worthy of his Ministry. 

Canon XXXVIII. 
None to be Curates but allowed by the Bishop. ' 

^ 

i  

No Curate or Minister shall be permitted to 

G 2 
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sptve in any plaee, withaui ejcaminaiion^ and trial 
jirst to be made of his stifficiency^ sobriety^ andJU- 
nessy every way for the Ministration whereunto 
he is deputed ; paying respect to the greatness 
of the Cure and meetness of the Party. And 
being found vx>rthyy he should be admitted by the 
Bishop of the DiocesSy in writing under his hand 
and seal. And the said Curates and Ministers/ 
if they remove from one Diocess to another, 
sfyaU not be by any means admitted -to serve, 
without testimony of the Diocess, or O^^dinary 
cf the place, as aforesaid, whence they come, 
in ioritingj of their honesty, ability, atid con- 
formity to the Ecclesiastical Laws of the Church, 
of Ireland. 

Ganov XXXIX. 

« y - • . » . . 

Strangers fwt admitted to preach without LicetKc. 

Neither t^e Minister/ Church- wardens, or other 
Officers of any Parpchial or Coll^iate Church, 
shall suffer any Stranger to preach unto the peo- 
pie in their Church, concept they know him to be 
sufficiently authmHzed thereto, as is aforesaid. 
And if any in his Sermon, shall publish any doc* 
trine either strange, or disagreeing from the Word 
oCGodj^ or frcun the Articles of Religion generally 
received in the Church of En^nd and Ireland, 
ttiey shall by their letters subscribed with some of 
their hands that hear him, so soon as may be, 



XOTES. S3 

give notice of the same to die Bishop of the 
Diocess, that he may determine the matter, and 
take such order therein as he shall think con- 
venient. 



P. 37, line i. The discipline of this 

Diocese, &c. 

It would be unjust to the memory of one of th« 
most valuable and upright Prdates of whom this 
country can boast, the late Archbishop of Cashel, 
not to say, that all that it was possible for him to 
effect, in support of the discipline of the united 
Diocese, was conscientiously discharged during 
the period of his CoadjtUorship in the Archiepis- 
copal See. But,^ with the partial residence to 
which the nature of his situation necessarily con- 
fined him, and the contracted influence of his au- 
thority, occasioned by the separation of patronage 
from his deputed jurisdiction, it was not possible, 
that he should accomplish all that the interests 
and regulation of the See required. That so 
much was actually accomplished, under circum^ 
stances so unfavourable, r^ects credit not only 
upon that distinguished and lamented Prelate, but 
upon the Clergy of the Diocese at large, oil 
whom his virtues more than his authority must 
have operated eidier in the way of incitement or 
of restraint. 



